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The beginnings of television are not very clear. Some people consider that the first steps were taken by Rosing in Russia in 1907. Others consider the Russian Vladimir Zworykin the father of television for his invention of the tube of electronic transmission.


In 1926 the Scot John Logie Baird produced a 30-line picture and four years later accomplished his first broadcast in 1929. He persuaded the BBC to start an experimental servive in 1932. Great Britain became the first country to start a regular television service in 1936. The Coronation of His Majesty King George VI in 1937 was the first world’s major broadcast. About 50,000 people watched it.

In 1936 television transmission started in the USA but until April 30th 1939 they didn’t broadcast daily programmes,


When the World War II broke out in 1939, all the TV stations closed down; only American TV remained on air. The BBC didn’t return to the screens until June 7th 1945. When this happened the announcer Jasmine Bligh introduced it saying: “Hello,... do you remember me?”

In 1949 technicians of the RCA achieved images in colour, the problem was that people with normal television sets could not watch them. In 1961 the German engineer Walter Bruch created the PAL system. This system allowed people to watch colour images.


In 1962 the artificial satellite Telstar transmitted TV images between the USA and Europe although for technical reasons, for a very limited period of time (40 minutes).


Technology improved and in 1964 the Japanese TV broadcasted the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games.


Today new technologies are making possible the digital TV and the satellite TV, revolutionating the world television broadcastings. For the satellite TV the method is very simple: TV signals are beamed up into space, a satellite receives them and sends them back to Earth converted in a different frequency; finally a satellite dish pointed at the satellite picks up the signal, concentrates it and an indoor receiver amplifies it changing the frequency and assigning it to differernt channels so that you can tune into them on your TV. There are many programme services (news, sports, films, children’s programmes, general entertainment, documentaries, etc...) so if you are bored with the usual TV programmes or want a wider menu of viewing take a look up at the skies. There’s a lot going on up there!
VOCABULARY INPUT

MATCH THE WORDS IN COLUMN A WITH THE DEFINITIONS IN COLUMN B

A
1. Satellite Dish
2. To tune                           
3. To broadcast

4. Television set

5. On air

6. TV screen                                         

B

a. Adjust controls to a particular frequency.

b. Expression meaning live broadcasting in taking place.

c. Large concave reflector for the reception of radio/TV    waves from outer space.

d. Surface where we can see the TV images.

e. Apparatus for receiving and showing TV transmissions.
f. Send out in all directions especially by radio or TV

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HISTORY OF TELEVISION, THEN WRITE A SHORT PARAGRAPH WITH THE ANSWERS.
1. Who can be considered the “father of television”?

2. When did J.L. Baird achieve his first broadcast?

3. Which important event did the BBC broadcast in 1937?
4. How did World War II affect television?                                     
5. What happened after 1945?

6. What types of programmes can satellite TV broadcast?              
TYPES OF PROGRAMMES

LOOK AT THE DESCRIPTIONS OF THESE PROGRAMMES AND MATCH THEM WITH THE WORDS BELOW:

1. Boxing from the Albert Hall.

2. A new production of Shakespeare’s “Richard III” at the Lyric Theatre, London.

3. Agent Grissom in a new case. This time he is solving a murder.

4. What must we do in our gardens this time of the year?

5. This week’s top forty with DJ Mike Reid.

6. Will Smith, “The Prince”, needs a car for Saturday night.

7. More adventures from Disneyland with Donald Duck.

8. Indiana Jones in “The quest of the Holy Grial”.

9. Answer and win fabulous prizes, with host Lesley Crown.

10.  Terry Wogan interviews Cameron Diaz tonight.

11.  Peter Jennings presents “News Today”.

12.  Superb filming about the disappearing forests of South America.

13. Tomorrow’s weather.

14.  Serena has an argument with her friend Blair Waldorf.
a. Music                                                                                                                                      
b. Detective story

c. Cartoon

d. Sports

e. Film

f. Quiz Show

g. Play

h. Chat Show

i. Sitcom (comedy)

j. Weather Forecast

k. Soap Opera

l. Documentary

m. Gardening Programme

n. News

WHICH TYPE ARE THESE?
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