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1 The boy arrives from school very excited:


Mom, I kissed Ms. Anderson!


 





Great! Did she kiss you back?





No, Mom. She kissed my face.





What’s the meaning of the Word “back” in the mother’s question?


_____________________________________________


What’s the meaning of the same word in the boy’s answer?


_____________________________________________


Did he understand correctly his mother’s question?


_____________________________________________


What do you think he would have answered if he had understood his mom’s question?


_____________________________________________


Is there another way to ask the same question, so the boy would understand?


_____________________________________________


Give an example of other English word that has two different meanings.


_____________________________________________


Write in the balloon another way to ask the same question, so the boy will understand it.





___________________________________________________________________________________________?





2 The customer asks the waiter:


What’s this?





It’s bean soup, sir.





It doesn’t matter what it’s been. What is it now?





Did the waiter understand the man’s question?


______________________________________


Is his answer appropriate for the man’s question?


______________________________________


Did the man understand the waiter’s answer?


______________________________________


Do the words “been” and “bean” have similar pronunciation?


______________________________________


Can you tell them apart?


______________________________________


Do you think the customer is American? Why (not)?


______________________________________











Can you help the man? Give him a grammar explanation, so he will understand the waiter’s answer.


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





3 A man crashed into an American’s car. She recognized his accent as Australian (they say “day’ in the same way as Americans say “die”). She asked him:





Did you come here to die?





No, I came yesterday.





What language do they speak in the US?


______________________________


What about in Australia?


______________________________


Why did the Australian misunderstand the American’s question if both speak the same language?


______________________________


Is there the same problem among countries where people speak your language? Give an examples:


____________________________________________________________Write in the balloon a question she could have asked to avoid misunderstands.





__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ?
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How did the customer order his steak?


____________________________


Is the steak as he wants?


____________________________


How did the waiter interpret the customer complaint?


____________________________


Does he think the man is complaining or praising him?


____________________________


Explain the two meanings of “well-done” used in the dialog.


____________________________








What situation did you find the funniest? Why?


_______________________________________________________________________________


Do you think these situations have really taken place? Why (not)?


_______________________________________________________________________________


Do these short stories still make sense and are funny in your native language?


_______________________________________________________________________________


Can you remember a funny or embarrassing situation caused by misinterpretation?


_______________________________________________________________________________


What can you conclude after reading these 4 situations?


_______________________________________________________________________________








